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Bicentennial Report

A2

wddl. Collwge. - Lhis <firet b i -~ =~ =
“bankipg at the Robenbery  mum
State Bank was that of
bookkeeper in 1927, In Mareh
of 1928 he became associated
with the Garwood State Bank
as bookkeeper and worked
there until Jumd 30th. On
August 1st of 1928 he started
his long tenure of office with
The First State Bank of
Weimar, Texas, working his
way up from bookkesper to
" F‘ruidrni ol the bank on
January T, 1947

Hill Bank & Trust, Weimar
John A Hajovsky

John Hajovsky assumed
the position of President of
Hill Bank & Trust Co. on
Jandary - 28, 1950, He was
born In Holman, Fayette
County, Texas, on June 1st
1907, the son oF TEEph 1. and
Mary Vacek Hajoveky. He is
one of 13 children born to this
family. John attended the
Weimar High Sehool and in
1924 started to work for the
Hill Bank and Trust Co. as a
hookkeeper. Promotions were
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Robberies Plagued Garwood Bank

In this Bicentennial year of 1970, the First Natiosal Bank
of Eagle Lake, shown above, achieved the distinction of baing
the first Colarado County bank to list total sssets in sxcess

ot $2T.00T000,00, This bunk was siso the first oo 1o the
county to change from the masual posting of accounts io
the alecironic machine method and Ihe first one also to
adopt the, computerization of daily demand accounts,
§. 5. Sinclair is chalrman of the board; Wm, H, Harrison ls
president of First National Bank.

Here are the presidents of the five current banks in Colorado County, left to right, Wil-
liam M, Harrison, First Nations] Bank of Eagle Lake; W, H, Miskow, Columbus State Bank;
Ellis G, Miller, First State Barkof Columbus; John F, Heger, First State Bank of Weimar:
ind John A, Hajovaky, Hill Bank & Trust Co,, Welmar, .

The Stafford Bank and Opers House in Coumbus, Texas, designated the Bioantennin] Meet-
ing House for Texas,

The sacred rights of mankind..are written, sa with &
suntpam, In the whole volurme of human nature, by
the hand of the Divinlty iself, and can never be

To be later plagued with robberies, banking in Garwood

wher
. -_.v..ﬁ;?!

began with Charter No, 583 beingissued tothe Garwood Btate
Bank on January 19, 1910, The bank opened for business on

8, Griffitts, W, M. Griftitts

=o=-Fghruary I8th with J, J. Pinchback as pragident and W,

and Ed H. Froka of Garwood:

4, F, Froka and Frank Arnold of Nada: and M, E Giuynm
of Eagle Lake as directors, Its caplial was $10,000,00,
Henry Herder became president in 1622, InNove mber of 1832
the firet of several robberies was attem

pted with a loss__ peesident of thisbaske- Coabals chen— =y - ¥y
st i OB P DT YOI R T Y e ot : *
!FE‘*E--LHJ. 08 A00le0.. 10 Droad Hagiaht-sn-Septome—— oo FRNE State Btk u e sl ﬁ—*m A * *

037 robbers Mt aguin and éucaped with $915.42,

taking cashier J. I_.,' Chapman, shown ahbove a8 5 hostage,
Newv, 12, 1928 the Garwood State Bank.closed its doors and

isseis wers sold to a new
Schivurring as president bt

group of owners with'C, R,
they lguidated the bank und

closed the door on Nov, Ist, 1037,

~ Wm.H. Miekow, President

steady and he progressed
lrom bookkeeper to the office
of assistanl-cashier, then vash
ier, Lhen viee president, and
wis made director ol the
bank on January 6. 1948, In
1959 he became the fifih

of Columbus has held that
position since 1906. He was
born on January 4, 1891, the
third child of John Henry
and Mary Burttschelle Mie
kow, i the old home where
his parents settled in 1884 at

adnly,
one-room schoolhouse in three

of tf Cohrmhus State Hank differént locations and then
gradunled from~the High

Wilkism Henry Mickow
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Rock Island State Bank

Bankers Prominent Leaders Before And After Storm
In Their Communities

Firsi National Bank, E. Lake
William H. Harrison

On July 22, 1818, in
Alleyton, Colorads County,
Teans, William H. Harrison
was born te Dr. and Mrs. R.
Henry Harrison. His mother
was the former Beitie
Dittmann, daughter of C, A,
and Anna Dittmann, early
settlers in Alleylon. He
graduated from Columbus
High School, from Schreiner
Institute with distinguished
services award in musie,
military, scholarship. and
literary aetivities, from The
University of Texas in 1837
cum laude with a degree in
business administration. Fol-
lowing & world tour in 1038,
he was employed as a
“trouble-shooter” by the
Property Serviee Company, a
real estale management and
renlal company in Houston,

On November 28, 1938, he
garried Rosanne Violel Sie
phen of Houston, and t6 them
were born four children, Bill,
Jr. Randa, HI'I.I:L!'_ and
Rusanne

He was elected 1o the
Board of Directors of The
First National Bank ol Eagle
Lake in 1958; and became the
hank’s ninth  president on
February 14, 1963; moved 1o
Eagle Lake from the Alleyton
ranch in 1964; served as
President of the Chamber of
Uommeree and director in
Rotary Club: is Past-Presi
dent of the South Central

Texas Bankers Association
and former director of South
Texas Electric Co-operative
in Victoria, Texas

First State Bank, Columbus
Fllis G. Miller

Ellis G. Miller, President of
The First State Bank of
Columhus, s a native Texan
being born on Lthe Miller
Ranch in Colorado County on
January 18, 1891, His father,
Fred G. Miller, died in 1913
ind was a prominent ranch
and cattle man. Ellis attended
publie schools in the county
and then wepl® to- Tyler
Lommercial College in Tyler
Texas. His first bhanking
experience came in Weimar,
after which he went io
Humble, Texas and worked in
the Humble Stale Bank: laier
he organized Lhe Brookshire
State Bank, and in 1913
bought an interest in- The
First Siate Bank in Colum
Bus, becoming its President
in F41

First State Bank, Weimar
John F. Heger

Juhn F. Heger became
president of The First State
Rank of Weimar on January
7. 197, He was barn on Lhe
Had pf Mav. 1908. in
Wermar, Texas. His parents
woeee John Heger, Jr. and
Suphie Knebel Heger.
voung boyv, John worked on
the (arm with his parenis, Hie
attended “ 51, Michael
Cathalic Scfidol in Weimar
and then finished a bankiy

A% 1

Rock [sland’s first bank was o private lastitution owned by

H, 5, Lundy im 1900, Afver the hank wus robbed in 1906 he
hired L, H, Shinn of Eagle Lake i build o conerete vaull,
Established in 1804, Fock 1sland grew fo o towhn of abou
1590 persons Uy 1008, This wasthevear the ik Island State
Bark wias orpnited opd ehartersd on Mar. 17 1008 with
Mok Hatlifl as president, The big storm of the 10008 déx -
troved the bank bullding and new quariters were arronged
ind hanking continusd unt (11922 when o ohange of mans pement
took plice, George Herder, Jr., tevame president and
Henry J, Laas wus vice-president, Hanking disasier hit in
1823 and the Hook [slond State FMunk cloged (18 dsor and

wend lmto lguldition,

Summary Of
Deposit Growth

exas-Heattended a—

A review of the growth of
Cilorade County bunks is in-
dicative of the continued grow-
th of this county and the con-
tinved prosperity which the
citigens enjoy.

Un Dec, 3st, 1910, the First
Nitlonal Bank of Eagle Lake
listed deposits of $I25 070,80
ind this Increased by 1940
to $&87 622,83 af the end of
1950 to §5,289,787.11; to $6, -
406, 884,97 at the end of 1960
and the deposils nearly daoik-
led to $10,781,338.42 attheend
of 1990, ‘They also doubled
In the next five years span,
ending Dec, 3. 1975 the de-
posits totaled $20 600, 398,00,

The First Stite Rank of Co=
lumbus listed depositsof $Ti2
022,00 on Dee, 31, 1940, $3 -
T69,960.00 on Dec. 31 1950;
this increased to 25, 143 239,00
by the vlose of 1960; increas-
ed 1o $9,811,670,00 by Dec, 31,
19%0; and nearly - doubled to
$17.941,389,00 on Dac, 31 1075,

Columbus State Bank also
showed big palns with déposits
of $516,580,82 on Dec, 31, 1940:
up 4o $3 016, 608,52 on Dec, 31
1950; an Increase to $4,460 -
T2, T2 of the end of 1960; up
o $8 468.103.58 ul the closeof
1970 and more than doubled
to $18,071,657.00 on Dec, 31,
1075,

Hill Bank and Trust Co, of
WwWelmar reported $487 218,04
in deposits sl the snd of 1940:
$2.500 604,00 of the close of
1940; $3,069,667.50 af the end
of 1960; this went up to 86 -
906 497,88 at the end of
1970; and up 1o $10 646 A58,00
on Dec, 3119730,

First State Bank .of Wei-
mar listed deposils of $43 -
164,85 -on Dec, 3, 1910: this
wiis up Lo $432 010,18 by the end
of |90; up to $2 375 _457.4] by
the close of 1950; increased to
$2,024 955,52 on Dec, 31, 1960:
jumped sharply to $6.127 344, <
G0 on Dec, 31, 1970; and up to
£11.037 B13.00 gD, 31, 1975,

The late W, E Lenhart,
chalrman of the bourd of the
First Natienal Bank, I8 shown
standing af the fromt entrance
to the new hillding which the
hank now dccuples.

il

School in Columbus, Texas
After attending a business
college in San Antonio, he
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AGRICULTURE 1S THE
FOUNDATION OF OUR
AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE

We Serve Agriculture In Eagle Lake
Area and Colorado County

First National Bank

W. H. HARRISON, 8 & SINCLAIR,
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BD,

MEMBER F.D,1C = EAGLE LAKE

sraned of obscured by mortal powsr.

MONTGOMERY WARD

UZZELL SALES AGENCY
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Women. Of the past,
Present. And Future.,

Betsy Ross and Old Glory. Dolly Medison in

irst "24 Years

Ago” Column

|Although we have never

been able to amawer the

‘question “Why 24 Years

Age", the Headlight stall
over the years has this
popular column s rewarding
source of information on the
lile of this community-in the
carly 1900"s. The following -is
the first of such columns,
started by the late Bruce W.
MeCarty, publisher of the
Headlight from its

in the current lorm from 1

until his death in 1940,

With today's issue of the
Headlight, the paper begins
its twenty-fifth year. As this
item is wriiten, we have
before us the first issue,
Volume one. number one.
Among the advertisements
contained in this number are:
Vineyard, Walker & Co..
bankers; M. E. Bugbee & Co.,
jewelers and opticians; W. L.
MeDow, meat market; A. B.
Conner. lumber; J. R
Thatcher, proprietor livery,

AMERICA.. &

EAGLE, LAKE
PEOPLE FOR

PROGRESS!

A Salute fo You
from

YE OLD TOWNE SHOPPE A

OWNER, CANDY McCREARY

&

THE FRAME SHOPPE

OWNERS, MARSHA & RITCHIE
CUNNINGHAM

113 EAST MAIN 8T,
EAGLE LAKE

¢

The Colorado County Courthouse bullding, erected In 1880 Ls one of the ares’s most his-

toric structures. The present bullding (s the fourth such bullding to be used for county of -

fices on the courthouse square In Columbus,
erécted in 1883 on the southwest corner of the courthbuss squaTe,

In the foreground |8 the old water tower,

now used a8 & memérial

ball and museum by the United Daughters of the Confederacy. The waler tower wis made
af 400,000 bricks by contractor Capt, K, J. Jones. In 1912 the use of the lower for wategworks

was abandoned
tower down,

and after many proposals wers considersd, one of which was o tpar the
Cong. J. J. Mansfield suggested that the bullding remain as a monument to

the city waterworks in Cojumbus and several years later the top was leveled and remodeled
and the bullding was taken over by the Shropshire=Upton Chapter of the Daughtars of ihe

Confederacy.

feed and sale stable; Meri-
wether & Barnes, engineers
and architects: B. & B. H.
Daily,- dry goods, clothing,
ete.; Calvert & Fitagerald,
druggists; R. J. Putney,
groceries; J. R Westmore
land, real estate; J. Nathan &
Son, dry goods; the Frank
Stephens Co., groceries and
hardware; Geo. Redford,
tailer; Dr. P. T. Gordon,
dentist; Miss Willie MeFar
land, agent S an Antonio
Steam Laundry; Eagle Lake
Drug Co. (successors to
Norris & Gilmer), drugs:
Armstrong & Bigler, gro
eeries; Vineyard & Caro
thers, real estate; Fred
Ahlers, cream parler and
restaurant; Cane Bell Rail
road Company, Charles Hoe
deker. general passenger
agenl: 8. 0. MeCarly,
insurance; Abe Beakes, bar
ber shop; Parlor Saloon, W
E. Wellord proprietor; . T
Carney. staple and fancy
groceries; rice irrigation well
work, J. F. Canaday; R. B
Dobbins, [urniture; real
estale and rice lands, N. A.
Baker & Sons: C. Tatiprs &
Son, tinners.

Among the ilems contained
in this number we note:
Harman Deaton. traveling for
the G. W. Deaton Co., has
been out on the road all the
week. Miss Jessie Bullock of
Glen Flors is spending a few
days in the city this week.
De. J. K. Davidson is
sulfering with the grippe Lhis
week. Mrs. W. T. Meriwether
and son, Master Gay, and
m Amuﬂ_ﬁurﬂ paid the

light office a I
call, Stella m
and Mary and Robert
Thateher were among callers
at the Headlight office during
the week. John Baxter, a real
estale and livestock dealer of
Rock [sland, was a visitor in
the city and left .a job
printing order for us. Prol.
and Mrs. J. 5. Bond sttended
the teachers' institule in
Columbus. James MeCarty,
Jr., left Friday for Bay City
where he has taken a position
as prescription clerk for
Byars & Byars. Frank

{Continusd on page elght)

Ag. Building To Be Rebuilt

The Colorado County Agricultural Building, shown above,
was almost completely destroved (v a tragic fire on Mareh
30th of this vear and plans are lo take bids July 12th for the

rebullding of the structure,

The building was erected in

1658 @i an original cosi of $28.27%, It housed offices of the

County ASCS Commities,

the Soil Conservation Service,

County Extension Agents, and office of Justice of Peace
Hivhard ©, Schmidt in Precinit one

-Aﬂwuler Prairie
Chicken RefugeTo
Reach 8000 Ac.

Established As

Nat'l Wildlife
Refuge In 1972

The Attwater Prairie
Chicken National Wildlife
Reluge was established on July
1, 1972, when the U, &, Fish
and  Wildlife Service pur-
chaged 1 parcel of coastal
pruirie northeast of Eagle
Lake, Texas. Land acquisi-
Hon Is currenlly onderway,
and the proposed size of the
refuge 15 about 8,000 acres.
In a very real sense, ac-
quisition commenced In the
mid 60's when The Nature
Conservancy and the World
Wildlife Fund, non-profit con-
sarvallon organizations, pur-
chased sbout 3,500 acres of
land, These or ganizations ob-
tained this land to hold It

pending availability of federal
lum-il

The refuge was established
to protect, restore and en-
hance the habitat so critically
needed lor the survival of the
endangered Attwater'sprairis
chicken (Tympanuchus cupldo
attwatari).

This species of grouse, now
endangered by the threal of
extinction, was once one of
the most abundant resident
birds on some eight million
acres of tall grassprairie in
Texns and louisiana, Us
fermer runge extended along
the Gulf Coast from the Corpus
Christi, Texas, area north-
ward (o the boltom lands of
the Missisaippi River and in-
land for an average distance
of ‘about 50 to 75 miles.

The Attwater's prairie
chicken became -extinct In
Louisiana In about 1919, An

mated t0 remaln in Texas in
1967. OCuly about 2,000
chickens persisted In Texas
In the spring of 1974, but
blologists belisve Lhe popu-
lation has [ncreaped this year,
A statewide survey will be
conducted in March to deler-
ming how much (I did (m-

$37,225 Grant
To Stafford

_ Opera House

M Park
gnnounced last week it has
awarded a grant of $37.225 o
the preservation of the
Stafford Bank and Opera
House. :

The announcement was
made through the office of U,

Opportunity To
Chime In On
Bicentennial

When the Liberty Bell
rings in the third ventury of
these United States, the
words of the Bible will
vibrate Lo the sound. Cireling
the erown of the beloved bell
are words from the Old
Testament: “Procluim liber
ty throughout all the land
unto all the inhabitants
thereol.” (Lev. 25.10)

At precisely 2 p.m. {EDT)
Sunday, July 4, 1978, church
bells all over the country will

Jproclaim one.of the most

religiously significant, aa well
asn historically imporiant,
evenits this generation of
Americans will ever wilness.
To eommemorate this greai
event, and to provide the
natipn's churches and syna-
gogues with & meaninglul
momento of this historical
oceasion, the American Bible
Sociely has published a 6 by §
1/2 inch natural copper-color-
ed photographic likeness of
the Liberty Bell, diecut in
the exact shape of the bell
and its fittings. The Scriptur-
al words are themselves
prinied in easy-to-read white
letLering above Lhe bell itsell
These Liberty Bell Scrip
ture Selections can be
ordered from Lhe American
Bible Society, 1865 Broad-
way, New York, N. Y. at
$2.48 per 100 wnmit.

8. Sen. Lloyd Benlsen.

The federal grant will be
matched by $39,700 frem the
Texas State Historieal Sur
vay Commission. The Nation-
al Park Service said the funds

air conditioning,

The restoration project
began last year with the
rebuilding of the 4
Exterior repair followed,

m - the—wtete —concleding- intime for this - -~ ..

rmidﬁd by the Magnolin m *-'E-‘ in -
lomes Tour, Inc. -Colorado County Citisen.

The Homes Tour is the .
owner af the Stafford Bank
‘and Opera House.

Woek on' the project will
includs earpentry and mill
work; hardware repairs;
duplication interior painting; .

“Be Americans. Let there be no sectionalism, no
Narth, South, East or West; You are all dependent
one on another and should be one in union. In one
word. be. 8 nation: be Americans, and be trus to

yourselves,”
GEORGE WASHINGTON

" SPALINGER REALTY

LOUISE AND LLOYD EPALINGER
EAGLE LAKE

relurned Lo work he treaimen! of i Z chickens last summar. ’
Firsei S L et of the insane. Eicbath Siomon Y A Salute To Eagle Lake's Progress!
. A and the compaign for Women's Sufly " rers may
- AL ol LRALE t - —-— : HLM = r be h,l" ﬂ. r
County Clerk under the rein orhoart s solo fights. Wamen, They've b - I east trom Eagie Lake on FM
of John Hastedt. helped moke our nation great . . by foking the m 3013 for six miles to 3 sign : .
Bill's first job in banki , : .y Melr | : nh_ E‘ll - _ ; R e P s o _ =
;”'*ﬂh“?l h;'::'h: places.in the- Legivloture; Congreas, and in Kistary . HeSalIlhﬁ auuv LVE l' ‘ m;mﬁ o s o.
Blate . From { ; mile south of -
wen| l: the Farmer's | mr-mnm "5 N' M:c'"r - !ﬂ l tﬂh 2 .
;:lhul Bank and Citisens ‘ o' os c I ' mﬁ- FM ﬂ“ gle e - 234.2507
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