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Bic«nt6nnt(it Ripbrt 

Robberies Phgued Garweod Bonk 

k i « « - • 

To be later plagued with robberies, banking in Garwood 
began with Charter No.583belngls8uedtotbe Garwood State 
Bank on January 19, 1910. The bank opened for business on 
February 12th with J. J. Plnchback as president and W 
S. Griffitts, W. M. Griffttts and Ed R. Frnka of GarwaidJ 
J. F. Frnka and Frank Arnold of Nada; and M. E. Guynn 
"of Eagle Lake as directors. Its capital ^̂ as $10,000.00. 
Henry Herder became president lnl922.inNovember of 1932 
the first of several robberies was attempted with a loss 

-•Bly-««#r-The -teartr-ww TtWWira^jffnr-Ap-ftT'dnii? 
^ wten $4,2.66.00 y^^s Stplen.-.In^road.daylight.4*-.*ep*em-

oer of mi robbers hit again and escaped with $915.48, 
taking cashier J. L. Chapman, shown #bove as a hostage, 
Nov. 12, 1928 the Garwood State Bank-closed its doors and 
assets were sold to a new group of owners with'C. R. 
Schlurring as president but thev liquidated the bank and 
closed the door on Nov. 1st, 1937. 

course at the Tyler Commer-

-hankijig at the RoSehbefg 
State Bank was that of 
bookkeeper in 1927. In March 
of 1928 he became associated 
with the Garwood State Bank 
as bookkeeper and worked 
thei^ until June 30th. On 
August 1st of 1928 he started 
his long tenure of office with 
The First State Bank of 
Weimar. Texas, working his 
way up from bookkeeper to 
President of the bank on 
January 7. 1947. 

Hill Bank & Trust, Weimar 
John A. Hajovsky 

John Hajovsky assumed 
the position of President of 
Hill Bank & Trust Co. on 
January • 28. 1959. He was 
born in Holman, Fayette 
County, Texas, on June 1st. 
190?; theson ofJ(S?^h'r aiia 
Mary Vacek Hajovsky. He is 
one of 13 children born to this 
fanlily. John attended the 
Weimar High School and in 
1924 started to work for the 
Hill Bank and Trust Co. as a 
bookkeeper. Promotions were, 
steady and he progressed 
from bookkeeper to the office 
of assistant cashier, then cash 
ier, then vice president, and 
was made director of the 
bank on January 6. 1948. In 
1959 he became the fifth 
prtM îdgnt ol. this faanitr-

Presfdeftff-Of 5 Books h Covnfy Notimf 

Here are the presidents of the five current banks In Colorado County l«ft to right Wil­
liam H. Harrison, First National Bank of Eagle Lake; W. H. MIekow, Columbus State'Bank; 
Ellis G. Miller, First State Bankof Columbus; John F. Heger, First State Bank of Weimar: 
and John A. HaJov«ky, Hill Bank & Trust Co., Weimar. 

In this Bicentennial year of 197«, thi Flrft NatlOMl Buik 
of Eagle Lake, shown above, achieved the dl«tlnctloo<rf balng 
the first Colorado County bank to list total assets la •xccss 
W $«,000700a.OO." Tftfs'tfflj* war ri» thr ftrst om tn ths 
county to change from the manual posting of accounts to 
the electronic machine method and the first one also to 
adopt th^ computerization of dally demand accounts. 
S. S. Sinclair is chairman of the board; Wm. H. Harrison It 
president of First National Bank. 

W fflintt Henry Miekow 
Wm.H. Miekow, President 

of Columbus has held that 
position since 1906. He was 
born on January 4, 1891, the 
third child of John Henry 
and Mary Burttschelle Mie­
kow, in the old honie where 
his parents settled in 1884 at 
what • then' "waw ' vifttwtt 

~ CoOflty, Texas. He attended a 
one-room schoolhouse in three 

of tHV Columhus StateRank •̂ '̂ •̂ '̂"''"i locations and then 
"""*••"*"•' ' •-- High graduate i fronrthe 

Bankers Prominent Leaders 
In Their Communities 

RQck Island State Bank 

Before And After Storrri 

First National Bank, E. Lake 
WiUiam H. Harrison 

On July 22. 1916, in 
Alleyton, Colorado County. 
Texas, William H. Harrison 
was born to Dr. and Mrs. R. 
Henry Harrison. His mother 
was the former Bettie 
Dittmann, daughter of C. A. 
and Anna Dittmann, early 
settlers in Alleyton. He 
graduated from Columbus 
High School, from Schreiner 
Institute with distinguished 
services award in music, 
military, scholarship, and 

- literary activities, from The 
University of Texas in J937 
cum laude with a degree in 
business administration. Fol 
lowing a world tour in 1938, 
he was employed as a 
"trouble shooter" by the 
Property Service Company, a 
real estate management and 
rental company in Houston. 

On November 26. 1938, he 
*narried Rosanne Violet Ste­
phen of Houston, and to them 
were born four children, Bill, 
Jr.. Randa, Bettie, and 
Rosanne. 

He was elected to the 
Board of Directors of The 
First National Bank of Eagle 
Lake in 1958; and became the 
bank's ninth president on 
f'ebruary 14, 1963; moved to 
Eagle Lake from the Alleyton 
ranch in 1964; served as 
President of the Chamber of 
Commerce and director in 
Rotary Club; is Past-Presi 
dent of the South Central 

Texas Bankers Association 
and former director of South 
Texas Electric Co-operative 
in Victoria. Texas., 

First Sute Bank, Columbus 
EUis G. MiUer 

Ellis G. Miller. President of 
The First State Bank of 
Columbus is a native Texan 
being born on the Miller 
Ranch in Colorado County on 
January 18, 1891. His father, 
Fred G. Miller, died in 1913 
and was a prominent ranch 
and cattle man. Ellis attended 
public schools in the county 
and then .wept to Tyler 
Commercial College in Tyler, 
Texas. His first banking 
experience came in Weimar, 
after which he went to 
Humble, Texjjs and worked in 
the Humble State Bank; later 
he organized the Brookshire 
State Bank, and in 1915 
bought an interest in The 
First State Bank in Colum 
bus, becoming its President 
in H)41. 

First Sute Bank, Weimar 
John F. Heger 

John F. Heger became 
president of The First State 
Hank of Weimar on January 
7. 1947. He was born on the 
22nd j)f May, 1908, in 
Weimar, Texas. His parents 
wore John Heger. Jr. and 
Sophie Knebel Heger. As a 
young boy, John worked on 
the farm with his parents. He 
attended ii^ St. Michael 
Catholic Scffool in Weimar 
and then finished a banking 

Hock Island's first l)ank was apnv.ite institution owned bv 
H. S. Lundy in 1900. After the bank was rol)l)ed in 1906 he 
hired L. H. Shinn of Kagle Lake to build .i (oncrete vault. 
Kstablished in 1894, Ko( k Isl.iiid crew to a town of alwut 
7r.0 persons by 1908. Tins was the year the K»)(k Island State 
Bank was orpmized and <haitered on Mar. 17, 1908 with 
I)i<k Katliff .iS president. The biR storm of the 1900s des-
tro>ed the bank building and new quarters were arr.inged 
and liankiiiR <ontinuediintill922wliPiia ( h.inpeof management 
tiKik plaie. Georee Heidei, Jr., liei.inie president and 
Henrv J. Laas was vi(e-president. liinkinp dis.ister hit in 
192ri .ind the 1<0( k Island State lUnk < losed its dtx»r and 
went into liquidation. 

SomnMfy Of 

OiposH Gnmth 

A review of the growth of 
Colorado County banks Is in­
dicative of the continued grow­
th of this county and the con­
tinued prosperity which the 
citizens enjoy. 

On Dec. 31st, 1910, the First 
National Bank of Eagle Lake 
listed deposits of $125,970.60 
and this Increased by 1940 
to $887,622.83,' at the end of 
1950 to $5,289,787.11; to $6,- ' 
406,884.97 at the end of 1960; 
and the deposits nearly doub­
led to $10,781,338.42 at the end 
of 1970. They also doubled 
in the next five years span, 
ending Dec. 31, 1975; the de­
posits totaled $20,600,398.00. 

The First State Bank of Co­
lumbus listed deposits of $712, 
022.00 on Dec. 31, 1940, $3,-
769.960.00 on Dec, ,31, 1950; 
this increased to $5,143.239.00 
by the < Ipse of 1960: increas­
ed to $9,811,670.00 by Dec. 31, 
1970; and nearly • doubled to 
$17,911,389.00 on Dec. 31,1975. 

Columbus State Bank also 
showed big gains with deposits 
of $516,595.82 on Dec. 31,1940; 
up to $3,016,608.52 on Dec,31, 
1950; an increase to $4,469,-
712.72 at the end of 1960; up 
to $8,468,103.58 at the close of 
1970 and more than doubled 
to $18,071,657.00 on Dec. 31, 
1975. 

Hill Bank and Trust Co. of 
Weimar reported $487,218.64 
in deposits at the end of 1940; 
$2,599,694.09 at the close of 
1950; $3,969,667.50 at the end 
of 1960; this went up to $6.-
906,437.88 at the end of 
1970; and up to $10,646,858.00 
on Dec. 31, 1975. 

First State Hank of Wei­
mar listed deposits of $43,-
184.85 on Dec. 31, 1910; this 
was up to$432,019.18 by the end 
of 1940; up to $2,375,457.41 by 
the (lose of 1950; increased to 
$2,924,955.52 on Dec. 31,1960; 
jumped sharply to $6.127,346.-
65 on Dec. 31, 1970: and up to 
$11,037,813.00 on Dec. 31,1975. 
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AGRICULTURE IS THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR 

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 
We Serve Agriculture In Eagle Lake 

Area and Colorado County 

First Notionol Bonk 
W. H. HARRISON, 

PRESIDENT 
MEMBER F.D.I.C. 

S. S. SINCLAIR, 
CHAIRTHAN OF THE BD. 

- EAGLE LAKE 

ALEXANOCR HAMILTON 17S71t04 
TiM Mcrad righti of mMlilnd...«rt wrHtan, • • wWi a 
•unbMin, In U M whelo voKinw of hMiiwn naturo, by 
tho hand of tht MvtnNy iMf, and can mm b« 
triaod or obMurod by mortal powor. 

MONTGOMERY WARD 
UZZELL SALES AGENCY 
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First "24 Yeais 
Ago" Cohimn 

[AHhougii we have never 
been ablo to answer the 

-question "Why 24 Yeara 
Ago", the Headlight staff 
over the yttart hat loand this 
popular coiumn a rewarding 
source of faifonnatioa on the 
life of tUs coBuaunity in the 
early 1900^. The foOowing la 
the first of such eohuans, 
started by tha lata Brvca Ml. 
McCarty, pnbliahar af tha 
Headlight fram ita foundtng 
in the currant form from 1903 

uBtaUa<laathinl940.] 
With today's issue of the 

Headlight, the paper begins 
its twenty-fifth year. As this 
item is written, we have 
before us the first issue, 
Volume one, number one. 
Among the advertisements 
contained in this number are: 
Vineyard. Walker & Co.. 
bani^rs; M. E. Bugbee & Co., 
jewelers and opticians; W. L. 
McDow, meat market; A 

Conner. 
Thatcher, 

B. 
lumber: J. R. 
proprietor livery. 

The late W, E, Lenhart, 
t hairman of the board of the 
First National Bank. Is shown 
standing at the front entrance 
to the new building which the 
bank now occupies, 
-

S<'hiK)l in Columbus, Texas. 
Mier attendinf; a business 
collejfe in San Antonio, he 
returned to work for the 

Colorado County Abstract 
Company and as Deputy 
County Clerk under the rein 
of John Ha.stedt. 

Rills first job in banking 
:»»:cwi(h |*ie E»0e Lake"̂  
State Bank. From there he 
went to the Farmer's 
National Bank and Citizens 
Stale Bank in Hempstead. 
Texas. When the Columbus 
Slate Bank was organized in 
1919 (August) he came ka one 
of the officers and has been 
an ofrirer continuoualy since 
that time. 

Women, Of the past 
Present. And Future. 

Betsy Ross end Old Glory. Dolly Madison in 

the White House. Dorothy Di« goirting batter 

treofment of the insane. Elizabeth Stonton 

ond the campaign for Women's Suffrog. Am^l!^ 

Eorhorts solo flights. Women. Thay've 

helped moke our nation great . . . by toking thair 

- _ ^-j lncas in »h« Ugitlotttra. Cortgwu. and m hi,h>ry. ' ^ 

The C lothes C loset 
113 AAcCarty Eagl« Lak« 

Naf»cy & L«roy ZikvKr 
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The Stafford Bank and Opera Houaa In Columbus, Texas, daslgnatad the Bicantonnlal Moat­
ing Houae for Taxaa. 

Tha Colorado County Courthousa buildtng, aractad In 1889 ia ona of the area's moat hla-
torlc atructures. Tha present building la ttM fourth such building to be used for county of­
fices on the courthousa square In Columbus. In the foreground is the old water tower, 
erected In 1.883 on the southwest corner of the courthouse square, now used as a memorial 
hall and museum by the United Daughters of the Confederacy. The water tower was made 
of 400,000 bricks by contractor Capt. R. J. Jones. In 1912 the use of the tower for wate^orks 
was abandoned and after many proposals were considered, one of which was to tear the 
tower down, Cong. J. J. Mansfield suggested that the building remain as a monument to 
the city waterworks In Columbus and several years later the top was leveled and remodeled 
and the building was taken over by the Shropshlre-Upton^ Chapter of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 

feed and sale stable; Meri­
wether & Barnes, engineers 
and architects; B. & B. H. 
Daily, dry goods, clothing, 
etc.; Calvert & Fitzgerald, 
druggists; R. J. Putney, 
groceries; J. R. Westmore­
land, real estate; J. Nathan & 
Son, dry goods; the Frank 
Stephens Co., groceries and 
hardware; Geo. Redford, 
tailor; Dr. P. T. Gordon, 
dentist; Miss Willie McPar-
land, agent S a n Antonio 
Steam Laundry; Eagle Lake 
Drug Co. (successors to 
Norris & Gilmer), drugs; 
Armstrong & Sigler, gro­
ceries; Vineyard & Caro-
thers, real estate; Fred 
Ahlers, cream parlor and 
restaurant; Cane Belt Rail­
road Company, Charles Boe-
deker, general passenger 
agent; S. 0 . McCarty, 
insurance; Abe Beakes, bar­
ber shop; Parlor Saloon, W. 
E. Welford proprietor; J. T. 
Carney, staple and fancy 
groceries; rice irrigation well 
work, J. F. Canaday: R. B. 
Dobbins, furniture; real 
estate and rice lands, N. A. 
Baker ii Sons; C. TattKS & 
Son, tinners. 

Among the items contained 
in this number we note: 
Barman Deaton, traveling for 
the G. W. Deaton Co., has 
been out on the road all the 
week. Miss Jessie Bullock of 
Glen Flora is spending a few 
days in the city this week. 
Dr. J. K. Davidson is 
suffering with the grippe this 
week. Mrs. W. T. Meriwether 
and son. Master Gay, and 
Miss Alma Harris paid the 
Headlight office a pleasant 
call. Misses Stella Bonpart 
and Mary and Robert 
Thatcher were among callers 
at the Headlight office during 
the week. John Baxter, a real 
estate and livestock dealer of 
Rock Island, was a visitor in 
the city and left â job 
printing order for us. Prof, 
and Mrs. J. S. Bond attended 
the teachers' institute in 
Columbus. James McCarty, 
Jr., left Friday for Bay City 
where he has taken a position 
as prescription clerk for 
Byars & Byars. Frank 

(Continued on page eight) 

Ag. Building To Be Rebuilt 

537,225 Omt 
To Stafford 

ri«jRiBBirp«rt sŵ iô  
announced last week it has 
awarded a grant of $37,225 to 
the preservation of the 
Stafford Bank and Opera 
House. . 

The announcement was 
made through the office of U. 

OpportmihY ô 
Chime In On 
Bkentennkl 

When the Liberty Bell 
rings in the third century of 
these United States,, the 
words of the Bible will 
vibrate to the sound- Circling 
the crown of the beloved beU 
are words from the Old 
Testament: "Proclaim liber­
ty throughout all the land 
unto all the inhabitants Z 
thereof." (Lev. 25.10) I 

At precisely 2 p.m. (EDT) ) 
Sunday. July 4, 1976, church i 
bells all over the country will i 

^proclaim one of the most' * 
religiously significant, as well ' * 
as historically important. 

S. Sen. Lloyd Bentsen. 
The federal grant will be 

matched by $39,700 fram the 
Texa4 State Historical Sur­
vey Commission. The Nation­
al Park Service said the funds 

installation of plumbing and 
air conditioning. 

The restoration projaet 
began last year with tha 
rebuilding of tha roof. 
Exterior repair foUowad, 

-of the drataa nTtV" in i&jr 
-Colorado County CIUMB. , 

»ni— tW—«kt4e -*«oaoladiBfi' tB't iaa kr t U ^ 
.«i5mjasi(?n4r«.«tuaIJyb«inf, ytar'^Homof'timjpiiio;^ 
provided * / the^MaynoHi 
Homes Tour, Inc. 

The Homes Tour is the 
owner of the Stafford Bank 
and Opera House. 

--' Wotk on the project will 
include carpentry and mill 
work; hardware repairs; 
duplication interior painting; 

•.•iattr^i I., • -

The Colorado County Agrl<ultiii.il Biiildint;, shown alwve. 
was almost completely destroyed by a tragic fire on March 
30fh of this year and plans are to take bids July 12th for the 
rebuilding of the structure. The building was erected In 
1956 at an original cost of $28,275. It housed offiies of the 
County ASCS Committee, the Soil Conservation Service, 
County Extension Agents, and office of Justice of Peace 
Richard C. Schmidt in Precinct one. 

Attwoter Prairie 
Chicken RefugeTo 
Reacli 8000 Ac. 
Established As 

Nat'l WildliU 

R«fuge In 1972 
The Attwater Prairie 

Chicken National WlldUfe 
Refuge was established on July 
1, 1972, whan the U. S. Fish 
and WlldUfe Service pur­
chased a parcel of coastal 
prairie northeast of Eagle 
Lake, Texas. Land acquisi­
tion Is currently underway, 
and the proposed size of the 
refuge is about 8,000 acres. 

In a very real sense, ac­
quisition commenced in the 
mid 60's when The Nature 
Conservancy and the World 
Wildlife Fund, non-profit con­
servation organizations, pur­
chased about 3,500 acres of 
land. These organizations ob­
tained this land to hold It 
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events this generation of 
Americans will ever witness. ^ 
To commemorate" this great ,, 
event, and to provide the < 
nation's churches and syna-11 
gogues with a meaningful < 
momento of this historical < 
occasion, the American Bible ' * 
Society has published a 5 by 5 " 
1/2 inch natural copper-color- ' * 
ed photographic likeness of [ | 
the LibeKy Bell, die-cut in 
the exact shape of the bell 
and its fittings. The Scriptur­
al words are themselves 
printed in easyto-read white 
lettering above the bell itself. 

These Liberty Bell Scrip- ' 
ture Selections can be * 
ordered from the American ' 
Bible Society, 1865 Broad­
way, New York, N. Y. at 
$2.46 per 100 unit. 

"Be Americans. Let there be no sectionalism, no 
North, South, East or West; You are all dependent 
one on another and should be one in union. In ona 
word, be. a nation; be Americans, and be true to 
yourselves." 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

SPALINGER REALTY 
LOUISE AND LLOYD SPALINCER 

EAGLE UKE 

» • • • » » • • • • • • • • • • • » » • • • • • • » » # » 4 

J 

pending availability of federal 
funds. 

Tha refuge was established 
to protect, restore and en­
hance the habitat so critically 
needed for the survival of tha 
endangered Attwater'spralrla 
chicken (Tympanuchus cupido 
attwatarl). 

This species of grouse, now 
endangered by the threat of 
extinction, was once one of 
the most abundant resident 
birds on some eight million 
acres of tall grass prairie in 
Texas and liOulsiana. Us 
former range extended along 
the Gulf Coast from the Corpus 
Chrlstl, Texas, area north­
ward to the bottom lands of 
the Mississippi River and In­
land for an average distance 
of about SO to 75 miles. 

The Attwater's pralrla 
chicken became -extinct in 
Louisiana In about 1919. An 
extremely low population of 
about 1,000 birds was attU 
mated to remain In Texas in 
1967. Only about 2,000 
chickens persisted In Texas 
In the spring of 1974, but 
biologists believe the popu­
lation has Increased this year. 
A statewide survey will be 
conducted In March to deter-
mina how much it did Im­
prove. Optimism is baaad 
upon a good hatch at pralrla 
chickens last summer. 

Rafute heaoquarters may 
ba raacbad by travaline north-
east from Eagle Lake on FM 
SOIS for six miles to a sign 
Indcatinff (he refufa. Alio,' 
one may take FM 9013 near 
Saaly one mila south of Intar-
suta 10 on Highway 31. Traval 
soutbwast on FM 3013 about 
10 miles to ttM sign Indicatinc 
tha rafuga. 

FoT̂  additional litformation, 
contact: Refuge Manager, Att­
water Pralrla CliickanNaUaa-
al WiIAtfl RMfB.P.O. Bra 
84S, E a ^ Lake, Texas 77434. 
Talaptoaa: (7U) tM-302L 


